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From our rrpori* thit morning the probahiltiim
are that the wathm In-day will be dear and
cold.
Wall Stbeet Yestxbdit . Stock* were unlettied and depressed. Foreign exchange was

likewise unsteady. Gold was firm st 114}.
Money without new feature.

The Ice Blockade was so complete in the
East River last night that after eleven o'clock
the ierries ceased running, causing considers*
ble inconvenience to the numerous travellers
benighted in Gotham.

A Sesatob raoM Florida was elected yesterdayafter a long and fatiguing contest.
Mr. E. W. Jones, the successful candidate,
is another accession to the democratic
strength in the Senate. He succeeds Abtjah
Gilbert, a republican, who was born in Otsego
county, in this State, and removed to St.

Augustine after the war for the health of bt»

family. Mr. Jones uas> nis reputation m a

statesman yet to make.

The Interoceanic SravET..The surveyingparties seat by the United States governmentto report on the most practicable route
for an interoceanic canal to unite the Atlantic
and Pacific, have rcacbed their destination
and I e^nn their labors. As will be sen by
the interesting communications published in
another column, a small party under the
command of Lieutenant Collins will survey
the Atrato route, while the main expedition
makes the survey of the Panama route.

Tnx frjeucn Senate..There is yet h"pe
for representative governent in France
By a vote of the National As*^mblyit has been decided that the Senate
shall be elected by the people. This means
that France will not submit to the per^msl
government of any man. The Senat> will act
is a constitutional check on the lower branch
t>f the Legislature, and will exercise an authorityequal to that given by the Ani'-ri in

constitution to our own Senate. It will ) »

no longer a resting place for lackeys arid pensioners,Lut the controlling and regulating
power of the State. Under the Empire to be
a Senator was a disgrace, but the best intellectsof France will be proud to sit in the new

body. From this new amendment constitutionalgovernment in France derives new guarantees.It is by no means improbable that
nude r the new ( institution the Republic may be

definitely established. Freed tr&m the danger
if Communes and the scarcely less degrading
rule of Napoleoni -m, France would soon recoverher place among the first nations of
EnroM

KEW YORK I
Til* WoMtvM ArkMiM Hhm|«> hi
What dm* His SniUiur M««»t d(
In the early days of tha English Alliance

with Louis Napoleon, when the strangeness bofhis conduct puzzled the English mind and
filled it with uneasy misgivings, the laureata, nc

Mr. Tennyson, published a little poem, of m

which we are able to recall these lines:.
It is true we have a faithful allr, th
But only tne devil knows wbat be means. Pi
A perplexity like that expressed by the hi

English poet is felt by the republican party in ov

relation to the unaocountable conduct of their oi
"faithful ally," TTi» Excellency. The parallel sh
may not hold at all points, for, as somebody at
has quaintly said, comparisons do not go re<

upon all fours. Bat ttoere are some obvious frc
points of resemblance. Ulysses Simpson Sti
Grant, like Louis Napoleon Bonaparte, had a of
sudden and surprising rise to political emi- mi

neuce, which belied every rational calculation as

which could have been founded on their str

previous condition. Ulysses, when he was a It:
clerk in his father's tannery in Galena, had pu
as little prospect of becoming President do:
- i T l- V.Jor uie uuiteci siates as jdows mm rcu

of becoming Emperor of France wben be was be
a State prisoner at Ham, or wben bo smuggled sui

himself into Boulogne with bis tame eagle, clu
Ulysses, like Louis, is one of tbe most taciturn em

of men, tbe Sphinx of American as Louis was act
of French politics. In ambition tbe resem- tha
blance is as close as that between two peas - op<
from the same pod. In political connection
His Excellency Ulysses has never been a

^member of the republican party, only its
\illy;" but whether a "faithful ally" in any
other than that soomful, ironical sense in ~'11

ahich the poet laureate employed this phrase,
is a question on which republican opinions
nay perhaps differ. A natifn goes abroad
in 1 se«ks an "ally" only when conscious that
tx separate strength is not equal to some

emergency, and a political party goes outside 01

)f its own ranks to pick up a candidate only WB*
r<>m similar motives of self-distrust An ally
consults only his, own interest, as tbe
republican party has found to its cost. ^
(lis Excellency is pursuing his ambitious B0.
news by methods which astound the ^

other party to the alliance and cause true M.
tnd tried republicans like Vice President Wil- Pn

sta
too to wring their hands in torturing amazemenuHis Excellency is not only a Sphinx,
but a stupendous political puzzle, and "only P1*
the deril knows what he means." £oc
His Excellency has cut loose, not only from

consultations with the recognized and ac-
mu

credited republican leaders, but from the
tdnce of his own Cabinet When bis
creature, Belknap, telegraphed to New Orleansthat "the President and all of us" ^

warmly indorsed the wild utterances of be

General Sheridan, it afterward.came to light mr
that His Excellency alone had directed the j
ipproval, and that '*all of us" were not corw
suited. And it now appears that the astound- ^
ing Arkansas Message, which caused thought-
ful republicans to "stare and gasp,'' was pre- ot-,
pired and sent to the Senate without even

reg
oonsulting so abjeet and complying a Secre-

QQ
tary as Belknap, His Excellency deigning to ^
teek no 01 her adviaer than that paragon of probityand pink of statesmen, "Boss" Shepherd.
It is no uncommon thing for people to ask fQT
adnoe wLen they only desire approbation, ^
an 1 as His Exoellency knew precisely what he

wantedbe fitly took counsel of a man about ^
whose complaisanoe there could be no doubt
Had he consulted Secretary Fish His Excellctcywoul l have encountered a strong remon- t
*? ranee. for Mr. Fish has some of the attriIutei of a statesman. Had he consulted even

Attorney Oencral Williams he would have
been bothered with pertinacious objections, .

tor although Mr. Williams is ordinarily sub- t>)
servient enough be never could hare con-

#in'< d to a Message which publicly repudiated Q,
the legal advice be save iaat May, which the ^
President made the basi* of his Arkansas proc- ^
Umation rejecting the claims of Brooks and j
declaring that Baxter was tbo lawful Governor .

of the SiaU'. Knowing the kind of advicc he
IU1

wanted His Excellency took nobody but
"Bom" Shepherd into his confidence, and,
supported by bo remarkable a statesman, be
ventured on the most egregiously self-stultilyingact e*f r perpetrated by a man in so ^
exalted a station. .

"Only the deril knows wbat he means ^
and although we have a cable under the heavingAtlantis and one under the vexed waters T1
of the Gulf, telegraphic communication has
not yet been established with His Sooty gj,
Majesty's dominions, and we roust substitute a(j
speculative conjecture lor authentic intelli- jy
gene*. The most plaurible hypothesis we are

able to form is that His Eicellrncy has been th<
struck with the fitness of tbe advice tendered de,
him by the HntAi.n, and that before taking ( ^
the dec.sive sU-p of resigning be wi*hea to ^
create a unanimous public opinion in favor of
our friendly advice. His Excellency's pride, pr
pcrbap*. revolt* at following the huggention aQ
of a newspaper. however soliritou* lor his j(.c
fame and dev<»ted to hi* mtueat*. He nee-* Df
the propriety and foeli thr noblene** of *uch ^
an art, I tit he in not qnite willing to perform ^
it until I e make* Mire of th»> indorsing ac- jy,
cliiinationk of the whole bodj of bis unanimous

fellow citizen*. Everybody will agr«e that he ^
or>ald not bare done more to reconcile the ^
country to our adrio# than III* E*c*ll« ncy
ha* nerttM in doiER amce It waa *e*p«ct- ^
fully tendered for Li* serene con*id«-ration, j#
We have not jet written him * private not®
of thank» tor bt* truly valuable cooperation, tj(
mure we do not »i*b to lend countenance to a,|
any suspicion that there m a settled under- an

standing between u*. We solemnly aver, in tr(
*pite of tfrong *| jwaracre* to the contrary, co
that we had no |>r» vioua consultation with mt

Hi* Eirelleocy betof adviamg him to rt Mgn,
and *11 that he baa ainoe done to bring the jf
country into our view* bu proceeded entirelyirorn himself W* do not deny that we

wonld have cheerfully codm&UxI to be Hi*
^Ex< ell. nry't organ in thi« matter if be had

invited ua ; bnt it we l.ad held that position
and had play»d the part of a confidential '**

or»n in throwing out locexhvlowwg
uggestion*. with aa aasursnoe that hi* *T

intruded act* w< uld Justify them, we

do n<>t *ee liow H.» Excellency could have
more Isithfullj support. 1 u«. All ol hi noted ''
public net* «nre n«* flrtt profl* r< d onr Iri* ndly
angg'-stion have l*eu nlculate I to *id u* in w

convincing the country that onr advice i* a* 1'
rea*onable a* it in titfly. Almo»t e*» ry day h
Hi* Eicelklicy add* hoiu< fr h pr<*>f to tbe b.

growing nrcumulation in fr t Lit n.skiug in

way for tbe moderate and 4 i* rt [ ubll- tt
can statesman who wonld *uixt*d him on Ins w

retirement, and who is said to "anna b a tr

[BRAID, FRIDAY. VEB
inda" at His Exoellsacy'a deplorable blunsrs.
We alar* to ooesaU Vie# Prwideot WUaoa
r the suggestion that he h*« sot penetrated
o great political secret The thought bee
>t yet struck him that His Excellency it
erelv playing into the hands of the
uuld, and trying to aid it in eotmnnng
e country that it i« expedient for the
-esident to resign. Instead of wringing
s hands over the doom which impends
er the republican party in oonsequenca
Grant's astounding escapades Mr. Wilson

ould "lift up his head and rejoice"
the evident intention of His Excellency to
:oncile the country to his early retirement
>m office. If all the newspapers in the United
itea had persistently repeated the adnoe
the ueblald iney coma not nave aon« so

ich to make the idea of resignation popular
His Excellency has accomplished by bis
ange and otherwise unaccountable course,

is, doubtless, wise and sagacious for a high
blic functionary to seek a strong public inrsementof bis acts, and if His Excellency
illy intends to take our advice and resign
is evincing incomparable skill in the

re and effective methods he takes for preidingall differences of opinion as to the
inent propriety and public utility of the>
. We tender His Excellency our respectful
,nks for his efficient and sustained conation.

Mr. Wuhbnrne'i Dental.

We print elsewhere this morning a letter*
m the Hon. E. B. Washburne, our

sister in Paris, sent to us by cable,
tying, in the fullest, frankest and
at comprehensive manner, the story pubiedin one of our contemporaries to
effect that he had received ten thousand

lars for his official influence in placing the
ids of Fremont's swindling Pacific Bailyon the French Bourse. Mr. Washburne
arms us that these bonds were placed on the
arse a month before he arrived in Paris ;
t he exposed their fraudulent character and
reported to the government, and that for

a he was denounced by General Fremont
a Minister discrediting American enterse.Our own recollection of these circumncescertainly corroborates the letter of

. Washburne. We are glad the Minister so

>mptly destroys these aspersions upon his
>d name. The fame of Mr. Washburne is
ir to us, at a time especially when there is so
ch scandal and looseness in public life.
have always honored and trusted him for
courage, his frankness, his patriotism and
Boman virtue in assailing corruption,

is letter only justifies our trust, and it will
especially grateful to the American people.
. "Wood's Speech on the Tax Bill.
dr. Fernando Wood has made a strong
lecb, full of valuable statistics and infortion,on the new Tax bill now pending in
House. It is bis opinion that on increase
baxes is quite unnecessary for meeting any
,1 wants of the Treasury, and is especially
pportune at this time, when the business of
country should not be subjected to new
rdens. One of the principal pleas for adionalrevenue is founded on the necessity
meeting the requirements of the sinking
id. Mr. Wood explodes that plea by show;that three successive Secretaries of the
eosury, beginning with.Mr. Chase, made no

jvision for the sinking fund at all, and
it Mr. Boutwell followed the precedent they
during the earlier part of his administran.Such provision may as properly be susndednow as at any former time. As

jd as business revives there will be 8 surisrevenue under the existing tax lawi, and
i sinking fund can be made good out »f that
rplus. The net ordinary expenses >f the
vernment, which were one hundret and
;y-three million dollars in 1872, wee in

asedto one hundred and eighty mtlions
1873 and to one hundred and ninetj-four
llions in 1874.an increase of thirl'-one
llions in two years. There is no great
ison why they should be greater noi than
1872, and if they were reduced bl wise
)nomv to the same amount there wo Id be
sort of necessity for imposing add ional

ces. If the President desires to accui ulate
fund for the military subjugation f the
uth his wish ought not to be gratified
a* Rejected Lonlilan* Compi-oilse.
Our New Orleans despatches this mining
re the text of the proposal of compi imise
opted by the conservative members < the
luisiana Legislator j and presents to
s committee of Congress just efore
;ir departure. As was stated ii our

spatches yesterday, Mr. Wheeler, the
inirmrtn of the committee, telegiphed
ck from Mobile that the pi posinwas not accepted. The terms the
oposed compromise seem fair, concil ktory
d moderate. The conservatives offe d to
ive Kellogg in the undisturbed posi ssion
his office »o long as he continued 3 be
*ognized by the President Tliey stip ated
lit all the conservative members < the
'giflature who were really olected shoi 1 be
mitted to seats, and that the Asi nbly
ould then organize dt novo. These b the
no feature* of the offered compi nise,
iich would have left the republicans full
sarsKion of the fruits of the elect n of
72. and hare given the conaervativj the
vauta^e they undoubtedly won in th< elec>uof 1*74. It >h to be deplored thi this
jiintmrnt, founded on mutual conceions,
d piviriR promise of tranquillity (<, diawtedS ate, has been rejected by thos who
uld have Riven it rffcct As it is :» old
mods remain open with no prospoc that
ry r*n be healed within the ensuin two
~

Tb* Brrrurn Tkial..The cross-exilnamof Mr. Tillon wan continued je«t4ay.
r. I'Tart< devoted hi* attention to elulutH

'Mli'- true ^t/iry," about whirli no ^rh
iturul curiosity is felt by the outnida pyic.
r. Kurt* conduct* 1 the examination ith
ut kkill. and by the time he has done I re

ill b <-.ir !> ;.ay further chance of a fcw
II,. i:.:»tt« r will have b< U {n-

t< It i xhaijuted.
1 '>k.n r 1'ajh o hns Kuccceded in roing
ui' t<ly tii in- ir/fiiU in the Lortlof
ru H<- baa r turn> d to Lima to resne

adutus of < :,i«f Magiktruto. Unguis,
.kirij,' advantage of the civil war, are opit-
igmar Cm capital, but wo l^ave no dbt
>< em xw tie l're«nlent will deal pronely
ith thene marauders now that hia handle

j

RUABY 12, 1875..WITH SU
f hub iuni ]

Bom* months ntet, especially daring the 1

excitement occaaioned on the inking of the '
Till* do Hittv and other accident* to oar

Ufge steamships, the Hwn.n drew attention
to the necessity for adopting eomc spccial iplan for marking the navigation of the ocean

^between Europe and America. One of the
reaulta oi this diacoaaion wai to induce some of

^
oar principal linas to change their route* ^from a northerly ooarae through the iceberg ^
region to a southerly coarae, where ice is ^
never aeen. TVa believe tbia rule ia now followedby the Canard, Inman and Oerman c

linea, but there ehouid be more definite ^instructiona. Our auggeation waa that the j
ocean abould b« mapped out in a aeries of
geographical linaa, that the oompaniea should

tdecide upon one route, to be followed by all ^
steamer* going out; and another, to ba followedby all ateamera ooming ia ; and we

further suggested that this course should not be ^wider than twenty miles, and that some cove-

nant or treaty, or, if neeeaaary, a law, should °

be forced upon the companies, compelling tthem to send their steamers over the route ^thus specified. The practioal effect of this
e

arrangement would be that, with the number
Qof steamers now crossing the ocean, they

would be always in oompany. If an acci- ^dent happened to one steamer there would be
^almost a certain chanoe that before any dis- ^

aatrous result she could attract the attention ^
of another. So that, instead of sending our

^
steamers oat singly to wander orer a forlorn ^
ocean, they would go in convoys, thereby ^
narrowing very much the chances of disaster.

B]
These suggestions, whioh were adopted at the
time by some of. the steamers, also attracted g
the attention of the American Social Science
Association, which met in May, 1874. Pro- gfessor Feirce, of Harvard, addressed that dis- ^
tinguished body on the subject, seeking to ^
arouse public attention to the rapidly increas-

^
ing perils and the magnitude of sea travelling. ^
"For," as he well remarked, "when the num-

q
ber of steamers shall be tenfold what it is to- ^
day, which will occur in the next generation, &
each steamer will be exposed to ten times the ^
peril, and, as their number is tenfold increased,the number of collisions will be £
one hundred-fold tbeir present number."

o
In accordance with the suggestions of the t,
Professor a committee was appointed, under
the presidency of Mr. R B. Forbes, of
Boston, and composed of men like Charles H. g<
Marshall, George W. Blunt, William B. Mor- ^
gan, R H. McCardy and other eminent citi- ^
zens of New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore.The committee have considered the °'

88
subject and agreed upon a report. In this

^
report they discuss the routes proposed by
Professor Maury, Mr. Wyman, Mr. Blunt and

m
by the Inman, Gunard and German steamship
lines. They object to Commodore Wyman's ^
route because it approaches too near Cape .g
Race. The Cunard route, which passes the ^meridian of 50, north of latitude 43, the
committee regard as going too far south, cut ^
of the most direct route, and too near to the

^
route eastward. The plan suggested by Mr. q
Blunt is almost like that of Professor Maury. ^
The committee thinks it would be better to ^
make a compromise between the plans of
Maury and Blunt on the one side and the

a
Cunard route on the other. At the same ^
time it very wisely says that it is of very ^
little consequence which route is adopted, so jf
long as the steamship companies determine
upon one course and respect it "So loDg," tj
says the report, "as -we avoid too near approach
to the virgin rocks of Cape Race and Kan-
tucket Shoals and keep our tracks to the west
as practically as on our fishing grounds, it ^
matters little which we adopt." It suggests
that Congress should be asked to appoint a ^
commissioner to proceed to Europe and en- n

u
deavor to get the concurrent action of all

Q
steamship lines.a commissioner who could ^
go with authority. I n
We agree with the committee that it is of

^
very little consequence which route is ac- ir
cepted, so long as it is a definite route, and is w

accepted by all the Hdcs as to the truo path ^
across the ocean. Furthermore, if the steam- C(
ship companies do not yield to public opinion, ^
and agree among themselves upon a matter ^
which would redound to their own advan- j
tage, then Congress should endeavor to have Gj
the matter made a question of treaty and ne- C(
gotiation. The government of France, Eng- ^
land, Germany and America have certainly CJ
the power to compel the steamers which sail ^
under their flags, and which enjoy their protection,to take every measure to insure the
safety of their passengere and cargo. We are

glad that this subject has attracted the attentionof so eminent a body as the Social Science j,
Association, and we trust that Congress will
attentively heed the recommendations of this
committee. S<

Winter Sport* and Pleasure*. *r

Although Lent has put the seal of prohibi- ytion upon feasting and merriment the balls
and other enjoyments of the season are not ^
yet ended. The fashionable people who
always make the grand Charity Ball a sort of
carnival preceding the season of fasting and
self-denial this year made it gayer and ^
grander than ever before, and those who find _t
no obstacles to enjoyment during the com-

memorative fast, from their religious convic- ^
tions, disported themselves at the Liederkranz
last night in all the fantastic glories of former
years, making it, as it always has been, a great
annual carnival. The Liederkranz, however, ni
marks a panse in tlyj splendors and festivitiesof the season, and we may now look back Pr
at what belongs to the past while we recount ^the enjoyments of the winter. It is
seldom that the social season in this city was ^
spent with less ostentation and yet with so ^
much real pleasure as was the case this year, ^and many ot the enjoyments wjiich yet re- ^
main are not barred by the rules of any religioussociety. For instance, there is no prohibitionto ony of the outdoor exercises which
form a feature in metropolitan enjoyments,
and never before was there such superb skat- be
ing os there has been this winter. It is true it*
he thaw and rain of yesterday destroyed for a ml
day or two the magnificent ice fields which were Ln
to be found everywhere in the neighborhood su

of the city ; but the backbone of the winter is th
not yet broken, and we yet anticipate some sti

splendid skating. For a week before the rain ce:

New York rivalled St. Petersburg in winter on

pports. With an atmosphere as crisp and se:

clear an the ice itself an evening in the Park an

is a keener pleasure than the highest enjoy- op
ments of the ballroom, and it is the general pr
hope of the young and joyous that the ice or

mar be renewed, for the experience of the fei

PPLEMENTV
3ut week has shown that the ball at the Ter>
ace is a greater boon even than the grandest
jail at the Academy.

Champagne t« Polities*
Our Albany festivities have reached a graceulclimax. We read that the other evening

here was a private dinner party at the man-

ion of a distinguished lady in Albany.
Lmong the guests were Governor Tilden,
Senator Kenan, ez-Oovernor Seymour, Lieu- ,
en&nt Governor Dorsheimer, Smith M. Weed, j
Joseph Warren, the great democratic editor
if the western part of the State, and our |
llustrious and venerable townsman, Mr.
Villiam Cullen Bryant "Mr. Bryant de-
ivered a speech," says the writer, "closing
nth a toast, nominating Samuel J. Tilden as ,
he next democratic candidate for President ]
This was drunk standing and with much
nthusiasm. Governor Tilden responded,
neither accepting nor declining the proffered
iuuur, uuv uuiuing rnmseii suDjecc to tne can
f bis party." This graceful, poetic and en-

busiastio tableau is a fitting cnlmination to
he festivities of the past lew days. Governor
'ilden bas paid Mr. Bryant the great- *
st honor in his power. He has sum- *
ioned him to Albany ; he has made him i

he guest of the Executive Mansion; he has
idden the honored, the learned, the
realthy and the beautiful to come and do him
omage. He has been publicly welcomed by
tie Senate and the House. The honors that
'ere showered on the gray hairs of Voltaire
ave been repeated upon Mr. Bryant, but we

rust that, unlike Voltaire, he will not be
mothered in the roses.
This was an historical tableau. There was

enator Kernan, fresh from the honors of
ictory in the Senatorial contest; Governor
eymour, like Cincinnatus, returned from bis
irm, to do honor to the poet of the Bepubc;Governor Tilden, now on the ascending
ave of political power and prosperity; Mr.
oraheimer, who is believed to be by some of
or correspondents the coming De Witt Clin>nof New York, and wbo probably stood in
we of the greatness which surrounded him.
'here was Mr. Bryant, who began writing
oems when Jefferson was President, and
ow, fifty years after, is in the active pursuits
f a vigorous manhood. What more graceful
ian that Mr. Bryant should nominate GovrnorTilden for President, and what spectalemore beautifiil than Governor Tilden
anding, like a coy maiden, covered with
lushes, "neither accepting nor declining
le proffered honor,'' but holding himself
pen to the demand of his party? At the
Line time we think that Governor Tilden
nde a mistake. He should have immediately
ken another glass of champagne and nomiitedMr. Bryant for the Presidency; for we
re now in the time when honor is paid to age.
i Philadelphia Mr. Binney, at ninety-five, '

a leading, active spirit in public affairs. «

[enry 0. Carey, at eighty-five, directs the
olitics of Pennsylvania. In New York
hurlow Weed, at seventy-eight, is the most
igilant and efficient politician of the State.
overnor Dii. who anrved in tViA vr»r nf 1810 e

as only just retired from one office and is c

elieved by bis friends to be in training for c

notber and a bigber candidacy. In B&lti- c

tore Reverdy Jobnson is tbe leader of tbe
ar, while in Washington Judge Black is a

rilliant and actiTe political writer. Tbe
tader of tbe Senate is Mr. Cameron, who is
younger man at seventy-seven than twolirdsof hiB colleagues. And so we might

ontinue this list, citing Governor Tilden himelf,already advanced in year?) to shojr
lat we are beginning to pay due respect to
le wisdom and experience of age.
This being the case, what more natural than c

lat Governor Tildcu should nominate Mr. s

ryant to the Presidency? Mr. Bryant has
nly just celebrated his eightieth birthday,
at this by no means proves that he is an old
lan. In fact, we know few younger men in
ublic life. Few men, indeed, would be will- 0

ig to stand the perils of a journey in midinterto encounter the combined honor of
to legislative bodies and the overpowering n

rartesiesof the Executive Mansion. Now that
[r. Bryant has proclaimed Governor Tilden *

i his candidate for President Mr. Tilden
c

lould proclaim Mr. Bryant for the same

Bee. There is no reason for narrowing this p

)ntroversy. New York is ripe in great men.

Tc do not want to go to the Convention c

irrying one lonely candidate as our choice. 0
et us have twenty candidates, a hundred if jj
scessary, and let us show the democratic
irty, when it assembles in convention, what *

te centennial year of American independence d

is produced in New York in the way of c
smocratic statesmen. tl

Raped Transit a tub Legislature.. d
ime attention has been called to the bill in-
oduced into the Senate at Albany making p
rovision for rapid transit in the city of New l3
:>rk. We shall be only too glad to approve
ly measure that looks toward rapid transit *<

lit the bill in anesticvn- intrndnrwl hv Han*. C<

r Hugh Moore, contains so many mistakes, f
lis bo far short of what is dae to the city, h
td is virtually snch a revival of the old fr

irnmany system of legislation, that we trust
will not be passed. In the first place it R

olatcs the express provisions of the consti- u
tion. Iu article 1., section 18, it is exosslyprovided that the Legislature shall a

>t pass a local or private bill "granting to Kl

iy corporation, association or individual the *

jht to lay down railway tracks;" or to any Cl
ivate corporation any "exclusive privilege, jn
imunity or frauchise whatever." It also' of
rbids the construction of any street railroad, m

cept upon conditions which the bill of
n|

nator Moore does no^ fulfil. Theso consti- h.
tional restrictions render the bill of the or

nator absolutely worthless, and it looks to us h

te a job of the old Tammany and Tweed
(

boo), intended to forbid and not advance
^

pid transit. i ( f

Oub Pbecioub Police derabtjciht, as will
seen in another part of this paper, has got »

elf into a R^Mpe, which may cost the Com- Tt
issiouers and Superintendent thair offlc«s. w

ist Friday night three men were arrested on

spicion ot being concerned iu a robbery of ^
e Adams Express Com|«ny. There is a wi

ict provision of law requiring police offl- °*

rs to bring every person they may arrest at
co before a Police Court, if there is one in
ssion; and if not (as happens when arrests at
c made in the night), as soon as the Court w

itns ou the following day. These three Wl

isoncrs were kept confined in cells for two ^
three days in the hope of extorting con- K

( ions. They wen denied intercourse with m

their relatlvee, who were forbidden even"If
delirer mi.gee from oounseL Theae flagrant
violations of law were perpetrated with tlu
fall knowledge and consent of the Polio#
Commissioners. When, at last, the prisoner!
were brought before a magistrate, one of them
wai forthwith discharged, as there was no
shadow of proof against him. Mr. A. Oakey
Ball, their counsel, has presented charges to *

me flioyor against ion jtoucb i/ommissioners
md officers, and baa offered his free serrioes
in establishing their guilt by proof. It is understoodthat Mayor Wickham will investigatethe charges at an early day. It is high
time that the abase of authority complained
of be stopped, and if Mr. Hall's charges are
sustained by evidence the Mayor will have an
additional reason for reconstructing the Po»
lice Board.

The Comedy of Usurpation.
The progress of usurpation in 8pain which

began with the accession of Prince Alfonso to
the throne continues in interest and variety,
rhe young King is tired of bis "military ex*

periences," and, leaving "the command ol
the armies" to a real general, is on bis way
to Madrid. Among other duties is that of
respect to Espartero, the venerable warrior
md statesman, now in retirement at Logrofio.
rhe "liberality" of the new government ia
ihown by its decree exiling Seflor Zorilla foi
proposing to form an opposition party.
seQor Zorilla is a Spanish statesman and a

nonarcbist, who was Prime Minister undet
imadeus when the Italian King abdicated.
3e has never been a republican, and we do not
relieve that he is a republican now. Ho pro*
>osed to found a party that would bo to the
lew government what the liberal party is in
he House of Commons.a natural proceeding
inder a "constitutional" government.tin
orm which the King desired when be wai
interviewed" by the correspondents in Paria,
3e has shown the sincerity of his liberalises
>y banishing from Spain one of its most con*

ipicuous and honored statesmen.
There is one beaatiful fact in the career of

he young King which bns not been properlj
appreciated. When Isabella left Madrid Hit
llajesty was a lad about ten years old. After
he flight the horses and royal equipage and
nany articles of the royal household were

old, just as M. Thiers disposed of the effect*
if Napoleon, including the furniture and the
:ontents of the Tuileries wine collar. Among
ither things, a black pony, owned by the
roung Prince, was sold to a son of General
?rim, a lad about the age of His Majesty.
Dhe officer who conducted this solo of the pony
ind other royal possessions.a meritoriotu
nan in his way.has sinoe been presented to
lis Majesty as a candidate for some dignity;
>ut the Prince who rules "by the grace of
rod" declined to approve the appointment
The officer had "sold the black pony to
'ohnny Prim," and the King would "nerel
orgive him!"
This is about as much at could be cxpected

rom a Prince who leaves his tops and veloci*
>edes to become the ruler of a great
lountry. It is an amusing comment
m the whole business of royalty. A
riticism of a more bitter charaotar
lould be made when we note that Germany,
lussia and Austria have combined to recoglizeAlfonso before his recognition by th«
fortes. In other words, these great Powers
rould have nothing to do with the govern*
cent of Castelar, the Republic, sustained by
he vote of the nation, expressing the sotw

reignty of the people; but they hasten to
ecognize a usurpation which places upon tha
hrone the half-grown son of a foolish mother,
rho signifies his accession to power by an aol
if vengeance upon the official who dared ta
ell His black pony to "Johnny Prim I"

PERSONAL INTELLIGENCE.

There is complaint in France or snperabundaaos
f coin la circulation.
General William F. Bartlett, of Massachusetts, Is
taylng at the New York Hotel.
Twenty-six different Kinds or breech-loaders art
ow In nsc In Kuropean armies.
l'rolcssor William P. Blake, or New Haven, If rt*
ldlng at the Firth Avenue Hotel.
Ex-Governor John T. Hoffman arrived at the
larendou Hotel last evening Irom Albany.
Mr. Lucius erooker. United States Vice Consul at
anama, is stopplug at tne Union Square Hotel.
Mr. Frank H. Smith has been recognized as
nited States Consular Agent at Rocas del Torre.
Mayor N. F. Graves and Judge Israel S. Spencer,

r Syracuse, are sojourning at the Fifth Avenue
loteL
"An lnralllble cur* ror consumption'*.That's
rhat a French doctor says or the meal or our Inlancorn.
Dr. Rafael Nunez Is the favorite candidate or the
oast states of Colombia for tne next President of
lie Union.
Laehaud the younger proposes to prove that
ictatorial government Is a normal political conitionin Prance.
1 he exequatur has been conceded to Mr. T. J.
ottH as Consular Agent of the United States at
lahal, Guatemala.
Representative Hooper, of Massachusetts, Is
nil critically ill with pneumonia, but li In a more
imfortable condition than heretororo.
They have determined by experiments la
ranee that trees are killed with great rapidity
r very small portions oi common gas escaping
om the pipes and affecting the soil.
Bishop-elect DeKoven arrived in Chicago from
acme last nl^ht, but he declines to sfate what
e his intentions in regard to the acceptance of
ic position to winch he has been elected.
In order to promote relations with the Holy See
Nlcaraguan Legation Is to be established at
ome. i»on Jos<* de Marcoleta has been named
mister Plenipotentiary or Nicaragua at hoe.
Protensor D. C. Gllman, ol ttie University of
illforma. has accepted tne Presidency o( the
ihns Hopkins University, for the establishment
which the late Johns Hopkins, of Baltimore,

ado a bequest of $3,MO,000.
Paris papers seem to fancy that the railroads
toning from Spain through France will have to
ive noma extra train* in order to carry ail the
dera oi tr.e Golden Fleece that Alfonso will
only distribute i&roujrh Kurope.
Mr. Horace White, formerly of the Chicago TrU
inr, and hi* bride, formerly Mms Macbougal,
lied lor Korope from this city yesterday. Alfred
»lea. publisher oi the Chicago Tribune, sails alse
r Korope with hia family on HatuMay.
The Panama Kaiiroad and tbo Pacific Mull an
am under separate management on the lut nmna
le change took place on Pubrnary l. .Mr. F. O
hit<*, who arrived irom tne North, Is the nog
i|«erintcndeni. and relieve* Mr. I). M. Oorwine.
Another o.d watch Coquclln, a Part* actor,
iugut In a brie g-brae shop in pana, an old
ttch which attracted hi* attention aa a cnriity.and winch prove* by the inscription toiuvn
en the property of M<>li«rc.a Rift from bl*
icle, M. t'repy.
Mr. J. 11. Bee*, member from Kentuckr, foil
iwn laat evening on a slippery pavement In
aahington and fractured hi* arm at the right
rial, both bones breaking, lie waa fortunateii
*r the Kbbltt llou*e, where he liven, and h*
on received the attention of a rurgeon. Thia
cident will prevent bis attendance in the Qoaa^
irbata. until asar lbs close of the aeaaioa.


